Teaching films: for and against

Talking Points:
1. Teaching films have been with us for a few decades already but still teachers do not seem to be on friendly terms with them. What are the reasons for this kind of situation?
2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of teaching films in foreign-language teaching as compared with other audio-visual aids?
3. Are you familiar with film-segments included in the complex set of teaching materials for our schools?
For various reasons many foreign-language teachers are not quite on friendly terms with films. Even the filmstrip and slide that are less difficult to handle in the classroom have met with more acceptance outside language teaching than within it.

Meanwhile film is certainly acknowledged as one of the most effective visual aids that exist. From good films students learn faster and remember a body of subject matter longer than when the same subject matter is presented only verbally; films have been successfully to facilitate thinking and problem solving.

Foreign-language films can bring to the students activities that they could not otherwise observe or become involved with. They are indispensable for teaching the «culture element». The tendency of those who view films to identify themselves with the actors and the situations makes films highly valuable for image forming and language learning.

Many teachers have used English films with considerable success in quite varied situations. In addition to their value for actual language learning, they break the monotony of classroom and laboratory work and provide variety to the curriculum.

Creative teaches use professional feature and science-popular films at the advanced stage of language learning as subject matter for class discussions and debates, for evaluating their artistic value.

Let’s be honest: the main stumbling block lies in the lack of professional competence of the teacher himself. Contrary to the good old blackboard he cannot handle it on his own which creates embarrassing moments in front of the pupils.

Very often it is the lack of methodological competence. And the HOW is as important as the WHAT! For example, some teachers take feature films and show them to pupils in the hope that exposure would result in learning. More often than not this procedure has the opposite effect, incomprehension leading to discouragement. Or they expect the students to identify themselves with the film actors on second showing without any preparation with taped sound track or the ancillary film-strip.

And finally, the quality of both software (slides, films, records and other materials used with the equipment) and handware (technical equipment such as tape- and cassette-recorders, film- and slide-projectors, record players, television and videotape recorders, computers, etc.) should be excellent! A bad sound track may lead to incomprehension and further – to irritation and disillusionments of the students.

